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From a voice actor course to computerized composition, music colleges and
universities across the country are launching new courses and majors. Young people are
increasingly refraining from*! majoring in music, which is causing the schools to adapt to
the times. Educational institutions that offer higher education in music are trying to
change their classical-music-only image and working hard to make a grand recovery to

secure students.

Demand for video streaming”®

“Should the camera be closer?” asked a first-year student of the Senzoku Gakuen
College of Music's media arts course at the college’'s studio in late May. A group of five
students were filming other students. The group was assigned to work on the shoot by
dividing the roles of director, camera and sound crew*? and others among themselves.

The media arts course was launched in the college’s music department this fiscal
year*® to teach students visual media production, including shooting, editing and
recording, for four years. Thirty students enrolled”s in the course with aspirations®s to
make their names in the TV and music industries amid*? increasing demand for live
streaming and other visual media.

The Senzoku Gakuen College of Music opened in 1967. Although the college used to
only teach subjects connected with classical music, such as those involving composition
and musical instruments, it now offers a wide variety of majors, including the dance course
and the voice actor/animation song course.

“Commercial musie, like pop, is mainstream in the music scene, and the number of
children taking piano lessons has dwindled*s. Therefore, we're remodeling our college to
meet the demands of the times,” said Prof. Akio Shimizu, assistant director of the college’s

music department.

Not enough students
As things currently stand, the college can no longer attract enough students if it
continues to only teach classical music. Of the 11 private universities and colleges which
have a single department mainly teaching music, seven did not have enough applicants in
fiscal 2023. Ueno Gakuen University, the alma mater®?® of world -famous pianist Nobuyuki
Tsujii, stopped recruiting new students from fiscal 2021. The college is now in the process
of closing down.
. “Only around one in 100 students can make their living as a professional musician
right after graduation,” said Prof. Takao Ouchi of Nagoya University of the Arts, who is

well-versed*10 in the management of music colleges. “In recent years, more and more
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female students say they want to get a job and become independent, so they Dare shying
away from education meant to nurture*!! instrumentalists.”

According to the Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Ministry’s
basie statistics on schools, 3,784 students enrolled in music-related courses at universities
and colleges in fiscal 2023; a decline of about 30% compared to 20 years ago. Among female
students, the decline rate was about 40%.

“Starting a new course is a survival method for universities and colleges that realize
the need for education with an eye on what students can do after graduation, such as

finding employment or starting a business,” Ouchi said.

High barriers for pro artists

The barriers to entry*12 for those aspiring to become professional instrumentalists
are high. According to the Association of Japanese Symphony Orchestras*!3, 40
professional Japanese orchestras curfently hold membership with the association. The
number of musicians belonging to those orchestras was just 2,353 in fiscal 2022. Unlike
most companies, orchestras do not regularly hire new members. They audition*!4 new
members only when there are vacancies*?® for certain instruments, which is one of the
reasons it is so difficult to find a job with a professional orchestra. There are also many
people who, after graduating from music colleges or universities, chase their dreams of
becoming a professional musician by studying overseas or gaining experiences as an extra

in an orchestra.

Red
*1 refraining from ~FAIZLEELD - BETD
*2  video streaming WEEUE / BEBR PV —I 7
*3 sound crew FHMAF v 7 « FKEH
*4 fiscal year SFERF (K TiX 2024 FEZHET)
*5 enroll AFTH. BETD
*6 aspiration FRE. &
*7 amid ~DPT
*8 dwindle BT 5
*9  alma mater FHZ
*10 well-versed FBL T3
*11 nurture HERT 5
*12 barriers to entry 2 AREE
*13 symphony orchestras ZZFEHEH
*14 audition F—F 4375
*15 vacancy ZEf%5. KB
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(i8] Mutsuko Yamada and Mai Niimi (2024) “Music Colleges, Universities Step Out
of Tradition; Meeting Student Needs to Boost Recruitment” The Japan News by
the Yomiuri Shimbun, August 1,
(https//japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/culture/music/20240801-202149/) . X ¥ Hr#e,
B, MEEERUCIWT, XESEMR S E—HEE - 5L,

(5%f 1] What is the main idea of the reading? (i““.ﬁ%?ﬁ)

a. Japanese music colleges are actively expanding overseas
Music colleges are transforming from classical-focused to diverse fields to secure
students

c. Becoming a professional musician is not easier than before

d. The cost of studying at music colleges has gone up a lot, causing student numbers

to decline

[ 2] Fill in the blanks in the following sentences in English.

The media arts course was launched at Senzoku Gakuen College of Music due to the

increasing demand for and

(%8 31 Which of the following statements about the media arts course at Senzoku
Gakuen College of Music is correct? {(#—3&H)

a. It has been operating for 10 years

b, It was launched this fiscal year (2024) as a four-year program
c. Fifty students enrolled in the course

d. Tt was established in the college’s drama department

(R 4] SCARD LWL, THRIBDO  “are shying away from” OFE L TELEER
bOERATEZRZE, (BRI

a. ~ir3<
b. ~%HoET 3

c. ~ERTALIES
d. ~iZx LTHERET 5



AT EE REFEH SERMAERR (GGE  FERR

2% 5] According to the passage, which of the following statements about getting a job

P o

=

with a professional orchestra are NOT supported by the text? Choose all that
apply. (FBHLER)

Orchestras do not hire new members on a regular basis

Auditions are held only when there are openings for specific instruments
There are too many music colleges producing graduates in Japan
Professional orchestras require overseas study experience as a requirement

Music college graduates lack the necessary technical skills
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